CHAPTER   X

LIFT   INSURANCE

The provision of insurance protection in respect of third party
risks arising out of the use of lifting machinery is largely the
concern of engineering insurers because they have more exten-
sive facilities for dealing with the mechanical features of the
business than have those companies which do not operate in this
field. Nevertheless, practically every composite company writes
lift business, and when technical advice is needed such informa-
tion is readily obtainable, either from an engineering insurer,
or from a competent firm of lift engineers. Many such firms
specialise in the provision of inspection and maintenance ser-
vices for lifts which they have not necessarily constructed.

Lift insurance, in the widest sense of the term, comprises an
indemnity in respect of liability for accidents which cause bodily
injuries and sometimes damage to the property of third parties,
arising out of the use of:

(a)   Passenger lifts, passenger and goods lifts, and lifts med
wholly for the conveyance of goods.

(b)   Hook-hoists of various kinds, generally met with on ware-
house and factory premises, and cranes, usually to be
found on buildings in course of erection, in factories, on
wharves, and in other locations where it is necessary to
move materials from a lower to a higher plane, and vice
versa,, or to remove heavy materials from one place to
another on the same site,

As with other kinds of engineering insurance business, insurers
aim at the reduction of the possibility of the occurrence of
accidents, as well as the provision of an indemnity in respect of
claims arising out of accidents which may occur. Thus, regular
inspections of machinery by skilled workmen are stipulated as
an essential condition to the providing of a third party indem-
nity in respect of accidents arising out of its use although, in
practice, this strict rule may be modified where the lifting
machinery is far removed from the presence of third parties.
Inspection services receive further attention on page 149.
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